—Photos made Sunday morning 
by Afro Staff Photographer. 


Views in Salisbury, Maryland’s Lynch Town, where Blood-Thirsty Fiends Ran Amuck Last Week 



This photo shows the main street of Salisbury, Maryland’s lynch-town, through which 
leading citizens dragged the body of 23-year-old Matthew Williams, after hanging him 
in front of the court house. Arrow and dotted line show' route over which the body 

was dragged. 


A sample of 
the oil-soaked 
rope used by 
the lynchers. 


The vacant lot and tree where Matthew Williams was burned by fiends. In 
the background is the garage where they stole 45 gallons of gas to pour on 
the dead man’s body. This is where tile sheriff told the mob he thought they 

had dono enough. 


Matthew Williams, 10 
years ago, when he 
first went to work for 
the lumber man 


The court house in Salisbury, Maryland’s lynch town, located on the Main Street. 
Black arrow r points to tree upon which Williams’s body was hanged, suspended over 
sidewalk. White arrow points to exact limb on tree from which body was jerked up 
and down several times. 



LYNCHERS IN 
SALISBURY HAD 
RIGHT-OF-WAY 

Town’s Comic Opera 
Police Made No Effort 
to Halt Orgy that At¬ 
tracted 2,000. 
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Mystery Death Believed to be Second Mob Victim 


TOWN’S MILITARY 
UNIT NOT CALLED 


Police Carted Body Out 
of Town, Buried it, 
then Brought it Back. 

SALISBURY, (Lynch-town) Md.— 
Sober minded people of the Eastern 
Shore are hard put in their efforts 
to fathom the action of Lynch 
Town’s comic opera police who car¬ 
ried the charred and mutilated body 
of Matthew Williams out into the 
woods after the lynching orgy and 
covered it with leaves and burlap 
The actions of the police officials 
were pathetic throughout the whole 
barbarous demonstration. 

When the mob first gathered at the 
hospital the authorities were on the 
scene, but their resistance was so 
feeble that the victim was dragged 
from his cot and carried to the scene 
of the hanging. Here police officials 
showed another spirit of valor after 
the youth had been hanged and after 
forcing their way through the crowd 
demanded that the body be cu down. 

With the hoots and boos of the 
milling horde ringing in their ears 
the officials were again cowed and 
made off without retrieving the body 
from the hoodlums. 

Police Went Home 
Whether they went home and went 
to sleep or not are matters of conjec¬ 
ture, but they did not reappear on 
the scene until about two hours later 
'Sfhen the howling mob was burning 
the body. 

Here they made another feeble ef¬ 
fort to rescue the body from the 
flames, but gruff voices ordered them 
from the scene of the burning. The 
brave guardians of the law again 
skidooed and another hour elapsed. 
When finally the body had been drag¬ 
ged up and down the street and final¬ 
ly strung up on a lamp post, the ire 
of the police was finally aroused. With 
a half dozen of th* mob leaders still 
whooping it up around the burned 
body tlie police rushed to the scene 
and a deputy sheriff is reported to 
have said: “You boys have been mak¬ 
ing fools of us long enough. We are 
going to take that body. You’ve had 
ycur fun now and you ought to be 
satisfied.” 

With everybody too drunk and tired 
to shoo them off, the body was cut 
down and the gallant officers had at 
last performed their duty. Fully five 
hours had elapsed between the attack 
on the hospital and recovery of the 
body by the officials. In the meantime 
a unit of state militia was in the 
c;ty and could have been rounded up 
in a few minutes. A number of state 
police could have been called from 

Continued on Page 3, Column 2 

HAND WRITI NG^AWARD 

Winners on Page 21 
Rules on Page 22 


Fellow Worker of Lynched Man 
Says He Was Quiet, Industrious 


SALISBURY, (Lynch-town) Md.— 
In an exclusive interview given an 
AFRO reporter, Holland Walters, 
Delaware Street, a fellow worker of 
Matthew Williams, told Sunday of 
the working conditions at the Elliott 
Eox and Crate Factory. 

Walters said: 

“I started to work at the factory 
about 15 years ago. I have been work¬ 
ing there ever since. About nine or 
ten y urs ago, Matt, when he was a 
r .re boy, came to work at the fac¬ 
tory. At that time we were earn¬ 
ing about ten cents an hour. This 
salary was later increased to fifteen 
cents an hour following the good 
seasons. 

Quiet, and Worked 

“Williams was a very quiet fellow. 
He never engaged in any quarrels 
with the others at the plant nor did 
he associate with them. In fact, I 
can’t recall anyone who wasnt a 
friend to the youth. He was con¬ 


sidered a good reliable worker. He 
knew what he was supposed to do 
and did it without someone watch¬ 
ing him. He was faithful apid con¬ 
scientious while at work. He worked 
relentlessly from the starting whistle 
to the closing whistle. 

“He was well liked by every one 
in the community who knew him. 
He was the type of person who al¬ 
ways went alone. Never have I seen 
him with a group of young men or 
women other than at a baseball 
game. He had good common sense 
and ofttimes advised the young fel¬ 
lows who worked with him to save 
their money. 

“His while c. ective wrs to own 
his own heme aha probably a small 
automobile. He ofttimes told me 
that when he had gotten his home 
and a small farm, he would get mar¬ 
ried. He was very thrifty, and when 
the plant closed down sevei'al weeks 
ago for repairs, he was the only per¬ 
son in our section who seemed affect¬ 
ed. 

“He had saved his money. The 
day prior to his lynching he had $56 
in his pocket, and two books for lo- 


Continued on Page 2, Col. 2 


EYE WITNESS TO CHURCH AS USUAL 


LYNCHING TELLS 
NOW MOC ACTEO 


FOR GODFEARING 
SHO'LYNCHERS 


SALISBURY, (Lynch-town) Md.— 
A detailed account of the lynching of 
Matthew Williams here Friday night* 
by an eye witness, Howard A. Nelson, 
of South Philadelphia, as told to 
AFRO-AMERICAN reporters, Sun¬ 
day. Mr. Nelson is fair of skin and 
may be colored or white as he pleases. 

“I arrived at Salisbury Thursday 
afternoon on a business trip. Early 
Friday I went to Princess Anne and 
returned late in the afternoon. I was 
standing talking to an acquaintance 
on Main Street about the killing of 
that man Elliott, when I noticed a 
group of men milling about the front 
of the town paper, the Salisbury 
Times. When I had finished my 
conversation, I went over to read the 
bulletin. 

“I read the bulletin that was post¬ 
ed on the front of the building. It 
read : 

Nigger Is Dead 

“ ‘The nigger who murdered Mr. El¬ 
liott, a prominent citizen, has been 
reported as being dead.’ 

. Continued on Page 2, Col. 6 


By RALPH MATTHEWS 

SALISBURY, (Lynch-town) Md.— 
A Sabbath day in a mob-ridden town 
is not unlike a Sabbath day in any 
other locality. With the air still pol¬ 
luted with the stench of burning hu¬ 
man flesh, the bells in the steeples of 
a score of churches peal out with 
mock solemnity, calling men to wor¬ 
ship. 

Down -the streets of this hell-tom 
little Eastern Shore town, like so 
many beetles, they pour and wend 
their way slowly to take their cus¬ 
tomary places in pews to listen to 
the raspings of spineless clergymen 
who chant idealistic nothings about 
the joys of the hereafter, and say 
nothing about the atrocious crime in 
their own front yard—one of the 
worst that has defamed the State of 
Maryland in many years. 

Down the streets they promenade. 
Past the scene where, not 48 hours 
previously, a defenseless wounded, 
half-demented man nad been 
dragged through the streets, strung 
from a limb of a tree and then 
burned in a wild barbarous demon - 

Continued on Page 2, Col. 7 


Philadelphia Woman Mourns Brother 
who was Lynched .. » 



MRS. OLIVIA SIMMONS 

only sister of Matthew Williams, Eastern Shore mob victim, who says yet 
that she does not believe her brother shot the lumber dealer. 


Colored Strangers Said to Have 
Been Warned From Salisbury 


SALISBURY, (Lynch-town) iwu.- 
Shortly after the outside communities 
and cities had been informed of the 
lynching of Matthew Williams, 23- 
year-old youth who was hangcu 
front of the court house, ofay curios¬ 
ity seekers began visiting the- various 
spots of interest and gathering sou -1 
venirs of the crime. 

Cars loaded wiih white persons en¬ 


tered the city Saturday morning and 
■>tinued to view the places of inter - 
Many persons tried to get pieces 
o: the rope that the youth was hanged 
with. Others chipped pieces from the 
tree. One white man was seen to pay 
a white boy to climb up and get a 
piece of the limb over which the rope 
bad swung. 

All day Saturday, and up until late 


Continued on Page 2, Col. 4 


Aunt Sobs, Declares "Buddie" Mob 
Lynched Was a Good Boy 


By LEVI H. JOLLEY 

SALISBURY, (Lynch-town) Md.— 
In an exclusive interview given to 
AFRO reporters, Mrs. Addie Black, 
503 Isabelle Avenue, aunt of Matthew 
Williams, told of her nephew’s life. 

“I had a sister, Annie Handy, who 
was married to Harry Wililams about 
1902,” she said. “They had two chil- 
dred, Matthew and Olivia, the latter 
who is now 27. Matthew was born in 
Norfolk, Va., on February 8, 1908. 

When the boy was four years old, 
his mother died from pneumonia. 

“Matthew and his sister were 
brought to Salisbury to live with 
their grandmother, Mrs. Mary Handy. 
The boy started to school at the age 
of seven, which was a year after his 
father, Harry Williams, died. 

“He was only able to attend school 
until he was fourteen years of age. 
He was compelled to stop school to 
assist my mother, Mrs. Handy, as his 
grandfather, who had been his guar¬ 
dian, died. The expense in sending 


him further in school was- too much 
for his grandmother. 

First Job 

“The very first job that he got was 
at the box factory owned by Mr. El¬ 
liott. He worked there in the good j 
season, and during the dull season j 
he would attend the furnaces and do I 
various types of work for his employ¬ 
ee and his son ait their homes. Both 
men trusted and liked ‘Buddie’ as 
most of his acquaintances called him. 

“He was never a boy who liked to 
run around; in fact, his whole idea 
was to work and save money. As far 
ac I know, he never took a drink, and 
smoked only on rare occasions. He 
had gained a name in the commu¬ 
nity for his thrift. He seldom spent 
money for things other than the 
necessities of life. In fact, he was 
a fanatic for saving and tried to im¬ 
press the benefit of thrift on all of 
his friends. 

Never Mingled 

“Poor Buddie never associated with 
the other boys his age because he felt 

Continued on Page 2, Col 1 


SAUSB'RY MAYOR 
ROUNDS UP THE 
TOWN'S LEADERS 


DOCTOR DESERTS 
HOME AFTER 
SEEING MOB 


SALISBURY, (Lynch-town) Md.— 
With true Southern diplomacy, May¬ 
or Wade H. Insley hit upon the age- 
old Dixie custom of getting the col¬ 
ored leaders of the city “in line” Im¬ 
mediately following the lynching of 
Matthew Williams by a mob, Friday. 

After reports reached the city hall 
that the respectable element was in¬ 
furiated over the outbreak, the mayor 
called James H. Stewart, leading un¬ 
dertaker of the city and political 
leader and instructed him to round 
up a committee of leading citizens 
and meet at the city hall at 1 p.m. 

A group of 15 responded to the call 
and a formal discussion of the hap¬ 
pening of tne previous night fol¬ 
lowed. 

The citizens’ committee, which was 
composed of doctors, ministers and 
business men, urged that ample pro¬ 
tection be provided for the families 
of colored people and that a relent¬ 
less investigation be waged by the 
city authorities. 

The suggestion of Mayor Insley 
that colored people stay off the 
streets on Saturday night and that 
colored business places be closed for 
the night was bitterly opposed, and 


SALISBURY, (Lynch-town) Md.— 
From militant hero of the Eastern 
Shore, Dr. A. B. Brown, leading phy¬ 
sician of that section of Maryland, 
became over nigh', its greatest enigma. 

Dr. Brown, being the most mili¬ 
tant and outspoken champion of the 
rights of citizen's off Salisbury, 
knowledge of what he knew threw 
a meeting of leading citizens into 
a turmoil when his stand was in¬ 
terpreted by the mayor and chief of 
police Saturday morning, as defiance. 
Sunday, found the physician appar¬ 
ently changed after a mysterious trip 
that kept him out all night. 

Dr. Brown was the physician who 
treated Williams, when he was • first 
shot and carried him to the hospital. 
Dr. Brown is believed to have recog¬ 
nized mob leaders and it was thought 
that he would expose them even if 
ir. cost him his life. The militant 
bearing of the physician is said to 
have incurred the disapproval of the 
leading white citizens of the town, 
and threats were heard against him 
and his household. Reports are cur¬ 
rent that influential associates were 
dispatched to his home to pacify 


Continued on Page 2, Col. 4 
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Grief ■ Stricken Family Mourns Death of 


Mob Victim who was Tossed from First Story Hospital Window 


SHORE LYNCHERS 
MAY HAVE HAD 
SECOND VICTIM 


Man Found with Skull 
Broken After Demon¬ 
stration. 


WAS MARKETING 

Out on Night Colored 
were Told to Stay In. 

SALISBURY, (Lynch-town) Md.— 
With the lust for blood still running 
high in this mob-ridden community, 
the dead body of an unidentified man 
was found badly mutilated and slash¬ 
ed, early Sunday morning. 

Th6re are many mysterious ele¬ 
ments surrounding the man’s death. 
The identity and finding of the man’s 
body at College Avenue and Railroad 
Streets has caused beliefs and rumors 
that the man was attacked and fa¬ 
tally injured by a group of the blood¬ 
thirsty whites who were out to get 
any unprotected colored person seen 
on the streets Saturday night. 

It was learned that a telephone 
call was sent to police officials early 
Sunday morning stating that the 
body of a man could be found at 
the location which is near the di¬ 
viding lines of the white and colored 
residential sections. The sender of 
the call refused to disclose his iden¬ 
tity. 

Examination of the body by AFRO- 
AMERICAN reporters showed that 
the man’s skull was fractured on the 
right side and the entire left side 
of his face was also crushed. On the 
right side there was a long, deep 
gash along the templar region, simi¬ 
lar to a wound inflicted by a heavy 
sharp instrument. Rigor mortis had 
set in, with the man’s arms lifted as 
though to ward off a blow. 

No bullet wounds could be found 
on the body nor the head, which was 
covered with blood. The wound on 
the head was two inches deep and 
about six inches long. 

Near the body was a half of a ham 
which was wrapped in brown paper, 
and a piece of bacon. It is believed 
that the man went to a.store Sat¬ 
urday night after officials of the eilj 
had advised all colored citizens to 
stay off the street. It is believed 
that while he was marketing, he was 
set upon by a group of the whites 
who badly wounded him and carried 

Continued on Page 2, Col. 3 



The white high school building in Salisbury, Maryland’s lynch town, which Indicates The hospital from the first story of which Williams was thrown to 

there is an effort to create intelligence on the Eastern Shore. The general level of the mob, seriously wounded and clad only in night shirt. His head 

intelligence among whites is extremely low. * • . was swathed.in bandages and he was unconscious.' 



Relatives of Williams: Left to right, front row—Mrs.Olivia Office where Williams was reported to have shot lumber merchant, and 

Simmons, sister; Mrs. Thomas Black, aunt; Miss Viola himself. According to reports, he staggered outside, where he was shot 

Black, Thomas Black, Jr., and Thomas Black, uncle; a second time by the son of the lumber merchant, 

hack row—Misses Netla Tatten and Ger aldine Fur, cousins. 
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Salisbury Dubbed Lynchtown; Citizens Wait to Clear Name 


Governor Ritchie Promises Sweeping 
Investigation 

A sweeping investigation by the state’s attorney, the provision of 
state protection for Yuel Lee, and the prosecution of members of the 
mob was promised by Governor Albert T. Ritchie, in a prepared state¬ 
ment given out here late Saturday evening. 

Among other things the governor said: 

“The crime of this man, Williams, was a shocking thing, but he 
should have paid the penalty for it through the established legal 
machinery. The action of the mob in lynching him must bring the 
blush of shame to every law abiding Marylander, whether on or off 
the Eastern Shore. 

“The duty of ascertaining the perpetrators and punishing them 
rests on the authorities of Wicomico County, the state’s attorney, the 
grand jury and the circuit court. State’s Attorney Bailey is quoted 
this afternoon as saying that he plans ‘to prosecute the case vigor¬ 
ously, stopping not at the leaders, but carrying it to every other per¬ 
son who took part, and who can be identified.’ 

“I have confidence in Mr. Bailey and believe that he will do 
exactly what he says, but in the face of this outrage, which is of state 
wide importance, it is my duty to give him all the assistance within 
my power. 

“Under the authority conferred on me by the Constitution, I have 
directed the attorney general to co-operate with the state’s attorney 
of Wicomico County in the vigorous prosecution of the perpetrators 
of this crime. The attorney general will have behind him every agency 
which the state can supply for his assistance.'* 

When interviewed by an AFRO-AMERICAN reporter, the gover¬ 
nor was asked: 

“Do you think the grand jury will indict the leaders of the mob * 

Governor Ritchie: “I believe there are enough decent people in 
Wicomico County to bring the guilty parties to Justice." 

“What do you plan to do if the grand jury, fails to indict 

2 * 1*3 body?" 

Governor Ritchie: “What can I do? I can do no more about 
pushing this case after it leaves the hands of the Wicomico grand jury 
than you could." 

“Do you believe the case of Yuel Lee should be moved from 
Dorchester County?" 

Governor Ritchie: “Yes, I do.” 


AUNT SOBS: “BUDDIE 
WAS A GOOD BOY” 

Continued from Page One 


that in doing so it was a waste of 
time and money. He seldom asso¬ 
ciated with the girls in the commu¬ 
nity because he thought that in be¬ 
ing around with young women, it ne¬ 
cessitated his spending money for 
their entertainment. 

“Every Sunday morning, without 
fail, he would attend some church, 
John Wesley being his favorite. He 
never missed Sunday morning serv¬ 
ices.’’. 

Up to this point, Mrs. Black had 
seemed composed, but when she at¬ 
tempted to relate what had gone on 

WAKE UP YOUR 
LIVER BILE— 

WITHOUT CALOMEL 

And You’ll Jump Out of Bed in 
the Morning Rarin’ to Go 

If you feel sour and sunk and the world 
looks punk, don’t swallow a lot of salts, 
mineral water, oil, laxative candy or chewing 
gum and expect them to make you suddenly 
sweet and buoyant and full of sunshine. 

For they can’t do it. They only move the 
bowels and a mere movement doesn't get at 
the cause. The reason for your down-and-out 
feeling is your liver. It should pour out two 
pounds of liquid bile into your bowels daily. 

If thin bile Id hot flowing freely, your food 
doesn’t digest. It just decays in the bowels. 
Gas bloats up your stomach. You have a 
thick, bad taste and your breath is foul, 
akin often breaks out in blemishes. Your bead 
aches and you feel down and out. Your whol* 
system is poisoned. 

It takes those good, old CARTER’S 
LITTLE LTVER PILLS to get these two 
pounds of bile flowing freely and make you 
feel “up and up.” They contain wonderful, 
harmless, gentle vegetable extracts, axnating 
when it comes to making the bile flow freely. 

But don’t ask for iiver pills. Ask for Carter’s 
little Liver Pills. Look for the name Carter’* 
Little Liver Pills on the red label. Resent a 
substitute. 25c at all stores, Q 1931C. M. Co. 


KERR’S 

Kill* A'Rough 

For Mild or Severe Coughs 
/fe an (due to colds) 

3 Ed* A vour druggist 

■ a ■ or direct * 

tUr V Myrtle Avenue and 
George Street 



on the day of the lynching, tears 
filled her eyes. 

“Buddie didn’t have to go to work 
Friday. When I left here early Fri¬ 
day morning, he was plaving with 
the younger children. He was in the 
best mood and seemed to be full of 
jokes. When I returned from work 
at noon, I learned that he had gone 
away from the house a half hour be¬ 
fore. 

Told of Shooting 

“I returned to work, and when I 
returned home a few hours later, I 
heard of the shooting. A friend and 
fellow worker at the factory told me 
that Buddie was at a hospital. I sent 
my daughter to the hospital about 
6 o’clock, a short time before the 
lynching, and the officials of the hos¬ 
pital refused to allow her to see him 
or talk .to him. 

‘The first we heard of his being 
lynched was when one of our neigh¬ 
bors broke into the house excitedly 
as I was preparing to go to the hos¬ 
pital myself. He told me that Bud¬ 
die had been taken from the hospital 
and hanged from a tree in the court 
house yard. 

Fainted 

“I actually can’t say what happen¬ 
ed to me. I fainted. When I was re¬ 
vived I wanted to leave the house for 
fear that the mob would attack me 
and my family, but my husband per¬ 
suaded me not to leave until we 
made some arrangements for the 
body.’* 

Between sobs, Mrs. Black, whose 
small frame shook with emotion, 
said: “Some people have been saying 
that Buddie was crazy and never had 
a sane mind. He wasn’t crazy. Just 
because he didn’t do the things that 
other people did for enjoyment, that 
is no sign that he was suffering- from 
mental troubles. He liked movies and 
reading. Occasionally he would play 
baseball with the boys. He was plan¬ 
ning to join the Elks’ lodge next 
month. 

Money Disappeared 

"One thing has puzzled me," the 
aunt stated, “when Buddie left the 
house and went to the factory, he 
had $56 in a bag in his pocket. There 
is no trace of the monev.” 

, Miss Mary Black, a cousin of Wil¬ 
liams and the last relative to see 
him alive, stated: 

“When he left the house, he was 
in good humor and seemingly hap¬ 
py. He told me that he was going to 
the factory to see whether Mr. El¬ 
liott or his son wanted him to come 
to the factory or go to their homes 
on the following morning, which 
was Saturday. 

“Before he left, he ate his lunch. 
It was several hours later that the 
family was informed that he had 
been in the trouble with Mr. Elliott. 
I immediately went to the hospital. 

“After waiting several minutes I 
was told that I could not see him. No 
reason for this action was given me. 
I left and returned to our home. 
Mother was preparing to go to the 
hospital, when she was told that the 
mob had lynched him. 

“Not one of the city officials ap¬ 
proached us as to what part of the 
burial expenses they will defray or 
what they intend to do about this 
matter." 
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Why worry about delayed period* from vnnstun 
causes. Get Quick Result* using F£M!NE5J> 
Liquid-Tablet Relief. Used by doctors. Moves csuk 
long overdue. Pleasant, safe, no tnterferenc*<*a* I 
dutwi. Satisfaction guaranteed treatment J 

Pottage If CO.D. Specially Compounded for Vm y ] 
Ofcefrnafe Cases (5.00. Illustrated Folder Fre« with I 
order. PETONE CO., Dept m-F St Louis $<o. \ 


U 330 YOV CRAVE LUCE? 

S3 page reading revealing what the start baTe 
In store for you given FREE with box of 
LUCKY PLANET INCENSE for $100. Send 
10c extra fer mailing costa. Give Month and 
Bat® of your birth. TIq C- 0. D. Mail money 
order or cash today 1 

LEO S. OSMAN 

1788 Seventh St., N. W. Washington, D. C. 
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\x/r%nyil7W Don’t worry about delayed 
W UIVULIN periods from unnatural 
causes. For quick results use S. P. Monthly 
Regulators. Moves cases long overdue. Safe. 
Guaranteed. $2.00; Double Strength, $3.00 
Special box 12 Suppositories (Cones) $1.00 
3 boxes. $2 00, postpaid. Snyder Products 
Co., Dept, 51, 1434 N. Wella St., Chicago. 


FELLOW WORKER SAYS 
MAN WAS QUIET 

Continued from Page One 



WANTS AGENTS 
To aell LUCKY MO-JO Incense 
and Lucky Gooda. Make $25. 
week. Write now. VALMOR 
CO., DEPT. C, 5249 Cottag® 
Grove Ave.. Chicago. Ill. 


LADIES When delayed use Dr. Rogers’ 
“Relief Compound.” Safely relieves stub¬ 
born cases, often in 48 hours. No pain nor 
inconvenience. Safe, harmless. Double 
strength, (3; 3 boxes $5. ROGERS REMEDY 
CO., Dept. T-3. 6052, Harper, Chicago. 


NEGRO DOLLS, 19c each. In quantity, 
GEORGE, Box 4, Station 1. New York. 


DREAM Books, Loadstone, Adam-Eve, John 
Conqueror roots, rabbit foot charms. 
8amples Free. ALEXANDER, Box 96, Col¬ 
lege Station, New York. 


AGENTS WANTED in every community to 
represent the famous WAVINE HAIR 
DRESSING and other Wavlne Toilet Articles. 
We have a wonderful proposition to offer. 


cal banks. Several weeks ago, or 
rather when there were rumors that 
one of the local banks wasn’t so 
strong, he took his money out and 
divided it. He deposited the money 
in the Farmers’ and Merchants’ 
Bank of Salisbury and the Pruden¬ 
tial Bank. He carried the bank books 
with him at all times. 

“Only part of our shift was work¬ 
ing Friday, the whole shift having 
been broken into two parts, one sec¬ 
tion to work during the first part of 
the week and the other section or 
group to work the latter part of the 
week. Matt was in the first group, 
and wasn’t working Friday. 

“Late in the afternoon, I saw Miss 
Lena Tingle, white, Mr. Elliott’s sec¬ 
retary, running through the factory 
while she was ablaze. Three new 
stoves were recently installed in the 
office building, and right away I 
thought that one of them had ex¬ 
ploded. When I didn’t see any 
smoke, I went on back to work at the 
far end of the building. Shortly af¬ 
terwards, I saw a group of men con¬ 
gregating around the office and I 
went to see what the trouble was. 
I arrived in time to see Mr. Elliott 
and Matt being taken to the hospital. 

“One of the boys who worked at 
the other end of the plant stated 
that he had seen young Mr. Elliott 
when he shot Matt, as the youth 
was staggering across the lumber 
yard. 

“I have no idea what led up to the 
shooting of Mr. Elliott or what it was 
all about. It’s a puzzle to me. Matt 
thought a lot of Mr. Elliott, and both 
the old man and his son thought a 
lot of Matt.” 


SALISBURY M.E. 
CHURCH PASTOR 
ASKS FOR FAITH 

By GEORGE B. MURPHY, Jr. 


SALISBURY (Lynch-town), Md.— 

John Wesley Methodist Episcopal 
Church, in Salisbury, is a salmon- 
colored frame structure of command¬ 
ing size. Without elaborate orna¬ 
mentation, its gabled front, with its 
two large stained-glass windows, and 
its sizeable entrance reached by ce¬ 
ment steps, faces the fork of Church 
and Broad Streets. 

The neighborhood is clean, orderly 
and pretty. The houses, for the most, 
part are well-built structures, many 
cf them with surrounding lawns. 

White and colored people live in 
this neighborhood. They say “good 
morning” to each other as they pass, 
each about his own business. 

Sunday morning was bright and 
clear. The air was almost warm. 
People walked the streets without 
hats. 

It was almost time for the eleven 
o’clock service of John Wesley M.E. 
Church to begin. People walked along 
chatting and speaking casually to ac¬ 
quaintances. Nobody would have 
thought that a gruesome murder and 
lynching had taken place in this 
town two nights before. There was 
no'expression on the face of any per¬ 
son entering the church that indicat¬ 
ed hatred or antipathy. 

This was the first Sunday in the 
month, hence the service was taken 
up mainly with communion. The 
hymns were announced and the pas¬ 
tor. the Rev. J. E. Waters, stood up 
and looked into the faces of some 
75 parishioners. This was about half 
the number of his full congregation. 
His face showed some emotion. The 
congregation seemed to feel the effect 
of what he was going to say before 
he said it. 

Opening his Bible he ran his finger 
along certain lines of the chapter re¬ 
vealed to him, but he did not read 
aloud. He turned from his Bible and 
pointed to a large blue and red print 
cn the right side of the pulpit—the 
picture of Christ. Above the picture 
the following words were printed: 

There is Need of Faith in Times 
Like These." 

From these words the Rev. Mr. 
Waters took his cue. The congrega¬ 
tion, with individual heads bobbing 
in approval, was ready to hear what 
this minister had to say about the 
lynching of a colored man in front 
of the courthouse last Friday evening 
at 8 o’clock. 

‘My friends," he began, “all of us 
know what has happened in this 
town: something which brings pain to 
all the citizens of Salisbury, white 
and colored. I am told that a deed 
of this type has not happened here 
in thirty years. 

“What is it we need in a time like 
this,” and he pointed again to the 
printed lines above the picture, and 
the congregation nodded understand- 
ingly. 

“The white man, who was killed, 
was, as we all know, a highly re¬ 
spected citizen of this| town. He gave 
many colored people employment in 
his basket factory. 

“While none of us condones the 
lynching of this colored man, it is the 
rule of good hard common sense that 
we must follow, in this condition of 
affairs, for which the members of 
both races are sorry. 

“This is the time for faith—faith 
in Jesus Christ. There is a real need 
of faith, ‘In Times Like These.’ 

“The fact that the white man, who 
was killed, was responsible for the jobs 
of many of the colored people in this 
town, makes his death a definite loss 
to us all. 

“We must, in our discussion of this 
case, retain our sense of good judg¬ 
ment and beware of radical and 
harsh, critical utterances. These can 
only hurt and harm us. 

“As far as receiving aid, except from 
God, we owe everything to the, better 
class of white people. We must re¬ 
tain the sympathy and respect of 
this class of people, while keping our 
cwn self-respect. 

“There is the bitter, lawless, and 
unthinking element in both races, the 
element that foments trouble and 
horror. 

“I was at the station last night, 
when a colored woman came up to 
me, asking how soon the train would 
leave for Del-Mar. I was not so sure 
myself. 

“A large group of white men was 
present. One of these men, as if to 
assure this woman that he wanted to 
help her. came over to us and gave 
the full directions. 

“To me, this was an indication to 
show the generous spirit, the spirit 
of faith, the only spirit we can hope 
to show ‘In Times Like These.’" 

The communion service began; the 
choir sang the communion hymn and 
the Rev. Mr. Waters began the fa¬ 
miliar words, “This is My Body, 
Which is Given for You for the Re¬ 
mission of Sins.’’ 


Maryland Free(?) State 
Enters Lynch League 

Lynching League Standing—1931 

(By the ANP) 

Mississippi .3 

Alabama . 2 

Florida . 2 

Missouri . 1 

North Dakota . 1 

Tennessee . l 

Louisiana ... 1 

Arkansas . l 

Maryland . 1 

Oklahoma . 0 

Texas . 0 

Georgia . 0 

North Carolina . 0 

South Carolina .0 

Virginia . 0 

Kentucky . 0 

Indiana . 0 

TOTAL .13 


DOCTOR DESERTS HOME 
AFTER SEEING MOB 

Continued from Page One 


him and advise him to hold his 
tongue. 

Spoke at Meeting 

At the mayor’s special meeting of 
leading citizens Saturday morning it 
was noised about that the physician 
knew members of the mob and would 
expose them.' All the while citizens 
continued to make overtures to him 
to hold his peace. 

Saturday night, the physician’s 
wife, who is a native of Staunton, 
Va., said he sent his family to the 
home of others for fear of an at¬ 
tack upon his home. Without dis¬ 
closing his destination, she said, he 
packed his bag, gathered up his im¬ 
portant papers and. carrying a 
sawed-off shot-gun and a revolver, 
left home in his car. It was at first 
believed that he had left town in 
fear of his life. 

At 6 a m. in the morning, he re¬ 
turned, she said, with only the ex¬ 
planation that he had been riding 
around all night. 

The physician refused to be inter¬ 
viewed by an AFRO reporter after 
an hour and a half of waiting Sun¬ 
day morning. The opinion that he 
had been ■warned to keep his mouth 
shut was the general belief of other 
citizens of the community. 

Hint Political Post 

It was hinted Sunday that the 
powers that be have under advise¬ 
ment the appointment of a colored 
school physician for the city and 
county. Such an appointment will 
be the first in the history of the 
Shore. At present, a white physician 
attends both colored and white, giv¬ 
ing little of his time to the former. 
While the name of Dr. Brown has 
not been associated with the pro¬ 
posed appointment, the fact that he 
one of the leading physicians of the 
Eastern Shore, has considerable sig¬ 
nificance. Other profesional men 
on the Shore are, Dr. Sembley and 
Dr. White. The latter is a dentist. 

Case Cited 

The contention Is raised that if 
Williams had been examined proper¬ 
ly during hie adolescence, the tragedy 
would not have happened. 

White citizens are rallying to this 
proposed appointment on the grounds 
that if proper supervision over col¬ 
ored schools had been provided, El¬ 
liott would not have been killed. 

It is also thought that such an 
appointment will insure the physi¬ 
cian’s silence. 


SALISBURY TIMES 
CONDONES MOB 
LYNCHING 


EYE WITNESS TELLS 
HOW MOB ACTED 

Continued from Page One 


SHORE LYNCHERS MAY 
HAVE HAD ANOTHER 

Continued from Page Cne 


N.C. Dentist Held for Murder 


FAYETTVILLE, N.C.—Dr. L. C. 
Holiday, young dentist, has been re¬ 
leased in $6,500 bond for an awaited 
trial on a charge of manslaughter. 


Write now. Particulars will be sent without car is said to have struck a truck, 
obligation on your part. The Boyd Manu- causing the death of the driver, Mil- 
iacturimr Co.. Birmingham, Alabama. ton Horne 


him to the spot where he was found. 
No witnesses to the crime could be 
found. 

According to information, there 
was little blood at the intersection 
where he was found, which is a short 
distance from the N.Y. and P. and A. 
railroad, although theman’s face and 
clothing showed that he bled freely. 

The man is about 35 years of age, 
5 feet 7 inches tall, 160 pounds in 
weight, dark brown skin. He was 
dressed in overalls, jumper and a 
brown khaki shirt, with badly worn 
army shoes. 

Officials made an attempt to keep 
the finding of the man’s body a 
secret. Later Sunday afternoon, three 
white men riding in a taxicab made 
inquiries as to whether the body had 
been found or not. 

They approached a group of col¬ 
ored citizens at a corner adjacent to 
where the man’s body was awaiting 
a coroner's inquest at the establish¬ 
ment of James Stewart. After ques¬ 
tioning members of the group, the 
men got back into their taxicab and 
hurried away. They made no at¬ 
tempt to visit the undertaking estab¬ 
lishment or make inquiries of Mr. 
Stewart. 

-o- 

Holsey in New Haven 


SALISBURY MAYOR 
ROUNDS UP LEADERS 

Continued from Page One 


the mayor was asked to extend his 
order to white people as well, and see 
that no congregating of any kind be 
permitted on Main Street, where 
hordes from the surrounding coun¬ 
tryside pour in on Saturday nights 
to do their shopping. This was 
promised by the mayor and chUf of 
police. 

Issues Statement 

Following the meeting, which last¬ 
ed three quarters of an hour, the 
mayor passed out prepared copies 
which bore the following message: 

A careful investigation shows 
that everything is quiet and no 
further trouble is anticipated. 
There is no indication of tense 
racial feeling and what has hap¬ 
pened can be safely classed as in¬ 
dignation directed only toward 
the individual concerned. There 
never has been any trouble be¬ 
tween the races here, and there is 
not going to be now. Simply as 
a precautionary measure sufficient 
police protection has been pro¬ 
vided. The city feels that it is 
amply able to handle the situation 
without outside help. The inves¬ 
tigation of last night’s unfortun¬ 
ate occurrence is in the hands of 
the proper county authorities. 

Those who attended the meeting 
were: the Rev. J. T. Daniels, pastor 
of St. John’s A.M.E. Church; the 
Rev. D. J. Waters, John Wesley M.E. 
Church; the Rev. W. J. L. Hughes, 
White’s Temple; the Rev. M. Lee, 
Mt. Ellen Baptist Church; Daniel J. 
Elzv, drayman; Robert Jones, con¬ 
tractor; Orlando Purnell, contractor; 
N. G. Langston, merchant; Simon 
Horsey, merchant; James Deshields, 
merchant; Felbert Lemon, employee 
of the Eastern Shore Public Service; 
Dr. D. G. White, dentist; James 
Stewart, undertaker; Dr. A. D. Brown. 
Robert Henry, employee of the 
Farmers’ and Merchants’ Bank. 


COLORED STRANGERS 
WARNED FROM TOWN 

Continued from Page One 


NEW HAVEN, Conn.—The forum 
of the Dixwell Avenue Congregation¬ 
al Churcfc heard Albon L. Holsey in 
a talk on business Sunday evening. 
Mr. Holsey stressed the importance 
of supporting colored business, and 
of more colored merchants entering 
the field. 


Sunday afternon caravans of auto¬ 
mobiles visited the city. They sought 
information from the boys of the city 
as to the locations of the various 
spots. 

Although these white persons were 
allowed to hold sight seeing tours, 
colored persons were ordered not to 
visit the city. Citizens here reported 
that colored "people were strangers and 
attempted to enter the city, were or¬ 
dered away. 
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SALISBURY, (Lynch-town) Md.— 
Considerable resentment is felt here 
by the white element because of the 
far raching publicity givn to the 
atrocious lynching of Matthew Wil¬ 
liams by out-of-town dailies, espe¬ 
cially the Baltimore Sun and Post 
and the Philadelphia Bulletin. 

Papers from noth cities rushed a 
battery of reporters to the scene and 
scathingly denounced the mob action 
in t.aeir editorial columns. 

According to reports, hoodlums at¬ 
tempt t tear the Philadelphia 
paper* from the stands because of 
the e ose, and some white news- 
dealei flatly refused to sell the out- 
of-tevn papers to colored people. 

Tht Salisbury Times ignored the 
lyncl .g altogether, both in its news 
colun and editorially. On the 
merging following the lynching, the 
arried editorials on such 
fereijn subjects as “The Passing of 
Tattooing," “Recognizing American 
Writes,” and “The Need of a Hous¬ 
ing 1 gram." The lynching was not 
touche, alth 'ugh only two days pre¬ 
viously a whule column was given to 
the Yuel Lee case, in which the East¬ 
ern Shore was praised for not per¬ 
mitting the case to be removed from 
that locality, and denouncing the In¬ 
ternational Labor Defense for what 
it branded as “outside interference." 
Rap Outside Papers 
The Times not only condoned the 
lynching by failing to print the 
facts, but flayed the metropolitan 
dailies, charging that the accounts 
were overdrawn and were printed 
merely to increase circulation. 

A statement was carried on the 
front page of the Times Saturday 
morning to the following effect: 

A STATEMENT 

This paper is today omitting 
the details of the demonstration 
here last night when Matthew 
Williams, confessed slayer of D. J. 
EUiott, was hanged in the Court¬ 
house square for the very obvious 
reason that almost every reader 
of our paper has had an oppor¬ 
tunity to learn of them first hand 
frjm eyewitnesses. 

The facts which formed the 
background for the demonstration 
aud the direct causes are also well 
k? ’vn and a repetition of them 
w * i be superfluous. 

The slaying of Mr. Elliott was 
deplorable as was also the mob 
some. 

Every person living on the East¬ 
ern Short, realizing the back¬ 
ground, should use his best judg¬ 
ment and pay little heed to the 
ov rdrawn pictures that will be 
rented by ipetropolitan news¬ 
papers who have no obligation to 
ths peninsula and whose only 
purpose is that of so preparing 
as to increase their circula- 
It oecomes a contest among 

p »«i£er papers to see which one 
can bring out new excitable fea¬ 
tures of such a story. 

This paper is a part of the 
Eastern Shore, and always tries to 
serve the best interests of the 
peninsula. We at all times de¬ 
plore violence, either of an indi¬ 
vidual or a congregation of in¬ 
dividuals, but when violence is 
done, it behooves every one of us 
to co-operate in speeding up a re¬ 
turn to absolutely normal and 
harmonious conditions. 

-THE SALISBURY TIMES. 

Divert Guilt 

A subtile suggestion was also made 
by the Times in a subsequent report 
whi:h attempted to direct the guilt 
against outside persons when the 
following paragraph was published 
in an account of a proposed investi¬ 
gation: 

The opinion prevails that many 
of those participating in the act¬ 
ual hanging came from other sec¬ 
tions of the peninsula and that 
their actions were prompted by 
events that have occurred in 
their own communities. 

In this manner, the Times hoped 
to establish the fact that the per- 
netrators of the crime were out¬ 
siders who can therefore not be 
recognized in Salisbury, while all of 
the evidence shows that the lynch¬ 
ing was committed before reports of 
the slaying could have penetrated far 
bevond the immediate vicinity of the 
slaying, and that only Salisbury per¬ 
sons could have participated. 

Praises Court 
On Wednesday the Times carried 
an editorial from which the follow¬ 
ing excerpts are taken: 

The assignment of the murder 
cases against Yuel Lee. to the 
Cambridge court for trial next 
Tuesday does, as Governor Ritchie 
has informed the jurists of the 
circuit, place a “definite respons¬ 
ibility" upon the well-thinking 
j-eople of the lower Eastern Shore. 

In the face of such determined 
pressure from outside sources for 
the removal of the case to Balti¬ 
more or some other western shore 
jurisdiction, the decision of the 
court to try the case within the 
First Judicial Circuit, where the 
crime was committed, is well 
worthy of our admiration. 

No Armed Force Needed 

It shows the faith of the three 
jurists in the character of our 
people. It reflects the conviction 
that circumstances do not exist 
here which would mitigate against 
the conduct of an orderly, fair 
and impartial trial for the 60- 
year-old Negro accused of the 
murder of four members of a 
white family in Worcester county 
on October 10. 

In signing the order to hold the 
trial in Cambridge, the court did 
so only after extensive investiga¬ 
tion by its members and the pros¬ 
ecuting attorneys to determine the 
state of public mind concerning 
the case. The judgment of all 
appears to be that no armed 
forces will be necessary to fore¬ 
stall possible public disturbances 
or indignation to the . accused 
man or his attorney. 

Must Not Betray Faith 

The court having reached that 
conclusion and the resultant de¬ 
cision not to psrmit the case to 
leave the circcuit, the very “defi¬ 
nite responsibility" now rests upon 
the rank and file of our people. 
We must not betray the faith the 
court has placed in us. 

(EDITOR’S NOTE—Williams was 
lynched two days after this editorial 
was printed). 

It is the desire of all of us to see 
justice meted out—and that expe¬ 
ditiously—for this atrocious crime. 
Then the surest way to obtain 
that end is to assure an orderly 
trial and give the defense attor- 


“While I was reading this, a white 
man who was standing by mistook 
me for one of them and said, ‘Ain’t 
that a damn shame that nigger died 
so soon. There was going to be some 
fun here tonight.’ Just about that 
time another bulletin was posted. It 
read: ‘The statement made by offi¬ 
cials that the Negro was dead is 
false. A message just received says 
that he is improving.’ 

Almost a Command 
'The men stood there for about 
five minutes. They stood talking in 
groups; more persons read that bul¬ 
letin, and the crowd grew ever so 
thick. Almost like an explosion, 
some one yelled, ‘Let’s go to the hos¬ 
pital and get this nigger and lynch 
him.’ 

“Almost as though it was a mili¬ 
tary command, the crowd started 
toward the hospital. I followed along 
to^see what was going to happen. 

“The white man who was walking 
along side of me said: “Its goin^ to 
be good to see that nigger swing.’ 
Curse and Swear 

When we arrived at the hospital, 
there was some man who asked the 
mob not to bother Williams. The 
crowd started to curse and swear and 
then a man said to be Dr. Dix 
came outside and asked the men to 
be quiet thsre were ...any danger- 
?u Sl y 111 persons in the hospital. By 
that time a group of men—just how 
many I don’t know—had gotten in 
tlie hospital and seized Williams. 
The colored ward is on the first floor 
towards the rear of the building. 
Thrown out Window 
“Insted of carrying his body 
through the door, the men threw him 
out of the first floor window to a 
large group of men. Williams had 
cn the regulation hospital gown and 
his head was swathed in bandages 
which covered his eyes and his feet 
were bare. 

“Seemingly in a semi-conscious 
condition, the fellow was dragged to 
the court house lawn. Some one pro¬ 
duced a long rope. After three at¬ 
tempts, they were able to get the rope 
over a tree right on the Main Street 
side of the court house, after a small 
boy was lifted up by men. 

Let Him Fall 

The man who had been holding 
Williams let him fall to the ground 
while they helped to get the rope 
fixed properly. While he was lying 
on the ground, evidently unconscious, 
as he did not move, the rope was 
placed around his neck. 

Jerked Up and Down 
From a prene position, ths body 
was pulled about fifteen feet in the 
air near to the limb of the tree over 
which the rope had been placed. The 
body would be allowed to drop to 
within two feet of the ground andj 
then suddenly be jerked back. This 
was done three times. The leader 
each time would say, ‘Pull him up, 
boys,’ and then, 'Give him the works, 
boys.’ j 

Firemen Enter “Show” 

“At this point, the fire department 
apparatus was called out. By whom 
I do not know. I do not know wheth¬ 
er they were ordered to turn the hose 
on the mob to disperse them or not, 
but the members of the fife depart¬ 
ment joined the mob and watched 
the lynching. They seemed as happy 
over the lynching as the mobsters. 

“The body was left hanging in the 
air for twenty minutes. The rope 
had been made fast to the trunk of 
another tree. While the body was 
swinging there, the mob yelled. On 
mention of the names of the mayor 
sheriff, and the chief of police, the 
mob booed, but cheered the men who 
led the mob. 

“There were about 2,600 persons 
in the mob. I had been near the rear 
and eased my way to the very edge 
of the mob, which had surrounded 
the court house grounds and had 
filled back to the street. 

Burn Body 

'The rope was cut and the body 
fell to the ground with a thud. A 
couple of men grabbed the part of 
the rope which still was around the 
victim’s neck* and started down Main 
Street. They went three blocks to 
a lot bordering the colored residen¬ 
tial section. 

“Here they forced the attendant of 
a garage and filling station to give 
them gasoline. He refused, and sev¬ 
eral men of the mob obtained five 
gallon cans and took 45 gallons of 
gasoline. They spread newspapers 
over the body and then poured on 
the gasoline. They ignited the paper 
and as the flames leaped into the air, 
they sent up a roar which was deaf¬ 
ening. The leaders of the mob con¬ 
tinued to add the gasoline to the 
body. 

“The stench of the burning flesh 
was unbearable and I left, for fear 
of detection. Just as I started away, 
the leader of the mob hailed a pass¬ 
ing truck and started down Main 
Street with the mob following. As 
the truck passed the Salisbury 
Times, a man in the office called to 
one of the mob leaders and yelled, 
'Atta boy, Jim.' 

Tie Body up 

“At Lake and Main Streets, they 
tied the burned and charred body to 
an arc lamp' post in front of Ros¬ 
en’s store. The owner of the store is 
called the chief of police and had 
the body cut down after the mob had 
dispersed. 

“While efi Toute to Lake Street, 
the mob spied two colored men, John 
Allison and Harold Fisher. They 
yelled, ‘Get those niggers.’ When a 
few of the mob started after the 
men, Allison jumped over the bridge 
into the Wicomico River and swam 
a quarter of a mile and went ashore. 
Fisher ran into a side street and dis¬ 
appeared. 

“City officials had a truck and re 
moved the body to the outskirts of 
the city, where they left it. 

“The police and city officials, with 
others, can identify the leaders of 
that mob. At the hospital, the doc¬ 
tors, nurses and police addressed 
them by name. Every leader in the 
mob can be identified. I can iden¬ 
tify the leader." 


Lynched Man's Sister Doesn't 
Believe Brother a Killer 

(An exclsive interview with Mrs. Olivia Simmons, sister of 

the lynched youth, 7118 Gray's Avenue, West Philadelphia. 
SALISBURY. Md.— 

“For the past six years since my marriage I have been living in 
Philadelphia. Matt has been referred to by some persons here as 
being mentally unbalanced. That is not true. He was of good mind 
and seldom associated with the others who lived in this neighbor¬ 
hood. 

“He was fond of motion pictures, baseball and church. He had 
no bad habits. A Cambridge paper referred to him as being a 
rowdy and a gun toter. Never in my life have I known him to 
have even a small pen knife to carry around. He used a small knife 
at the box factory which he never brought away. He was never ar¬ 
rested or reprimanded by an officer. 

“I don’t believe that Matt shot Mr. Elliott," the young woman 
declared emphatically. “He had been working at the factory for 
nine years. He was considered a good worker by the members of 
the Elliott family and ofttimes trusted with valuables that the others 
would not be trusted with. He went t6 the Elliott home whenever 
he desired and was treated very kindly. 

“He admired Mr. Elliott, his son, and both of their wives. I can’t 
see how it was that Matt shot Mr. Elliott. In my heart I shall 
never believe it." 

Questioned as to her belief, Mrs. Simmons answered, stating 
“There is something about it that I am at a loss to explain; still I 
can’t believe what they say that Matt did.". 


HURCH AS USUAL ON 
SUNDAYFORLYNCHERS 

Continued from Page One 


ney not the slightest ground for 
taking the case to the higher 
courts in the event the accused 
man is convicted. 

No Cause for Change 
There never has existed a just 
cause for a change of venue per¬ 
mitting the case to be tried out¬ 
side of this circuit, and those who 
may doubt the justness of the 
court’s decision should have at 
hand positive proof that a fair 
and impartial trial cannot be had 
on the Eastern Shore. Such proof 
cannot be satisfactorily produced 
for it does not exist. The very 
records of the case deny it. 


Another C.M.A. Store 


NEW YORK.—Claudius Walton, 
who has conducted a grocery store on 
Eighth Avenue for the last eight¬ 
een months, is remodeling his store 
into a model C.M.A. grocery store, 


stration in which primitive passions 
were allowed to run rampant. 

The gawky red necks of the males 
protruded above shiny, spotless col¬ 
lars; long callou d hands dangled 
from beneath the sleeves of Sunday- 
go-to-meeting coats. Hands drip¬ 
ping with the gore of Matthew Wil¬ 
liams, whose charred and mangled 
body lay in state in James Stewart’s 
undertaking establishment, by which 
the devout barbarism must pass en 
route to the gospel emporiums 
where their voices were to join in 
hallelujahs. 

The same voic es had a Do 
joined in cheers of approval as the 
squirmink kicking body of the 
black man was hoisted to a tree di¬ 
rectly in front of the court house 
with the inscription “Justice" ironi¬ 
cally carved over the door. 

Here innocent hands were sympa¬ 
thetically clasped in guilty blood 
stained hands, knowing eyes met the 
orbs of those who pulled the hemp 
and carried the oil, but in their 
glances was a pledge of silence. A 
Diedge that meant that justice would 
be defeated in the event an investi¬ 
gation was actually conducted. 

Here they were singing the praises 
of a Man who Himself had been 
lynched by an infuriated mob, cen 
turies ago. The hyprocricy of it ell 
is made all the more glaring when 
it is recalled that above the scene 
of this modern crucifixion stood the 
life-size painting of Jesus Ch^st 
with outstretched hands on a com- 
munitv chest sign, pleading to those 
same heathens to give for His sake. 

Two Funerals 

As this was going on, the families 

of two men wended their way to the 
bier of their departed dead. One 
was white, wealthy, pompous with 
the sympathy of the whole commu¬ 
nity behind him. The other was 
black, poor, louly. with only the lo\ e 
of his own relatives following him 
to the grave. 

One funeral was held in white As- 
bury Methodist Episcopal Church, 
one of the finest churches in the city, 
with the leading citizens to pay their 
final respects—jurists, lawmakers, 
and captains of industry among the 
mourners. The casket was bedecked in 
floral designs; the face of the de¬ 
ceased man exposed to the view of 
the milling crowds who knew and ad¬ 
mired him. 

The other funeral was held in the 
back, barren room of Jim 1 Stewart’s 
mortuary. No mourners except the 
few members of the family, who 
skulked down the side streets, avoid¬ 
ing the vengeful eyes of those who 
would subject them to the same 
fate. 

No Flowers 

There were no flowers—only a min¬ 
ister, who slipped unnoticed across 
the street. Bible tucked under his 
arm, and read a few solemn passages 
over the remains, the charred, mu- 
tillated features, covered with a sheet 
to hide the hideous spectacle from 
the view. Thus two men went to 
their graves. 

D, J. Elliott—the Man 
Years ago. D. J. Elliott, white, con¬ 
ceived the idea that money could be 
made by making baskets of wood to 
care for shipping of the prolific fruit 
and vegetable produce of the Eastern 
Shore. 

He started in a small way at first, 
but gradually built up one of the 
most pretentious factories of the 
community and with it grew his pres¬ 
tige and influence. At one time, wom¬ 
en forced to stay at home found it 
possible to augment the family income 
by making strawberry baskets on the 
piece work plan. Trucks from the 
EUiott plant distributed the raw ma¬ 
terials, gathered the finished prod¬ 
ucts later, and paid a pittance for 
this labor. On the foundation of 
cheap labor, the Elliott fortune was 
built. 

Nobody complained of these meth¬ 
ods. Twenty years saw that fortune 
grow. Nobody questioned the right¬ 
eousness of the Elliotts on the East¬ 
ern Shore, just as nobody questions 
the goodness of possessors of money. 
The occasional philanthropies upon 
which cheap labor is always kept in 
check always served as oil on the 
troubled waters. Mr. Elliott died 
loved bv many of both races, respect¬ 
ed bv those who loved and hated 
him alike. A worthy citizen was lost 
by the fatal bullet inflicted by Mat¬ 
thew Williams. 

Matthew Williams—the Man 
Matthew Williams was never con¬ 
sidered an asset to the community. 
From early childhood he was con¬ 
sidered a “queer" child. He was never 
troublesome. He attracted attention 
more for his silence than for any 
other reason. A literal recluse in 
the city where he was known and 
reared. 

Like his employer, Williams pos¬ 
sessed the trait of thrift. The mak¬ 
ing of money was with him his one 
virtue, the saving of every possible 
penny he could squeeze out of his 
meager opportunities was the other. 

Straightened Hair 

He had but one indulgence. He 
had an obsession for straight hair. 
Weekly he squeezed a small portion 
from his hoardings to have his hair 
straightened. To the Apex Beauty 
Shop, operated by Mrs. Mae Phillips, 
he would go to have the hot straight¬ 
ening irons applied to his head. Only 
when his scalp was glistening raven 
black, did that gloomy, woebegone 
look leave his face. Defying the jeers 
ot fellow citizens, he religiously sat¬ 
isfied this peculiar indiosyncrasy. The 
only man in the small town who 
dared have his hair straightened. 

Complaints 

For ten years, off and on, Matthew 


Williams worked for D. J. Elliott. 
During those ten years, he had com¬ 
plained to others that he had been 
mproperly paid and quit, only to 
come back when he could get noth¬ 
ing else to do. Back to the Elliott 
firm still brooding. Williams thoueht 
that Elliott had robbed him, and this 
thought in his miserable conscious¬ 
ness took on stupendous propor¬ 
tions. 

Talked with Spirits 

As the years rolled by his spirits 
became more and more dejected, his 
countenance more morose. He be¬ 
came more and more a thing apart 
from his fellow citizens. Often ob¬ 
servant citizens remarked that he 
ought to be placed in a home for 
the insane, but because of his quiet 
nature, he was thought to be harm¬ 
less. Nobody bothered about forcing 
the issue. 

There are those who claim he con¬ 
tinued to hold communion with her 
long after she had gone. Through 
the years Williams continued to 
imagine he was short changed. He 
determined that he was going to 
have a reckoning day with the r ch 
J. D. Elliott. Elliott became his 
greatest financial enemy. 

Finally, Williams’s wages were re¬ 
duced to 15 cents an hour. This was 
the final score. He determined to 
settle matters with Elliott and sought 
to end his troubles. 

Elliott was killed by a demented 
man who thought he had a motive, 
Williams was killed by a mob. 
thought to be the sane element of 
the city, without a motive other than 
the satisfaction of making a de¬ 
bauchery of justice. 

Safe Pleasant Way 

To Lose Fat 


How wc’ilc* you like t- lost 15 
pounds of fat in a month and at the 
same time increase your energy ond 
improve your health? 

How would yo*>. like to lose a load 
of unhealthy fat that you don’t need 
and don’t want and at the same 
time feel better than you hove tor 
years? 

How would you like to lose your 
double chin and your too prominent 
hips and at the same time make 3’OU 
look so attractive that you’ll compel 
admiration? 

How would you like to get your 
weight down to normal ana at the 
same time develop that urge for ac¬ 
tivity that makes work a pleasure 
and also gain in ambition and keen¬ 
ness of mind? 

Oet on the seales todty end sae how 
much you weigh—then get an 88 cant bottl® 
Df Kruschen Salts which will last you for 
4 weeks. Take one half teaspoonful in a 
glass of hot water before breakfast every 
morning—cut out pastry and Xatty meats— 
go light on potatoes, butter, cream and 
sugar—and when you have finished the 
contents of this first bottle weigh yoursalf 
again. 

Now you will know the pleasant way to 
lose unsightly fat you’ll also know 

that the I salts of Kwsehen have presented 
you with gorlous health. 

Leading druggists America over **U 
Kruschen Balts. Try one bottle—if not 
supremely satisfied—money back. 


SWELLING REDUCED 

And Short Breathing relieved when caused 
bv unnatural collection of water In abdo¬ 
men, feet and legs, and when pressure 
above ankle leaves a dent. Trial package 
FREE. 

COLLUM MEDLINE COMPANY 

Dept. 501, Atlanta, Ga. 



■ t over 
Years 
of Effective Use 
for BLADDER and 
B»WEY TROUBLE 


At Tour Druggist 
'or a Tria! 


or Bead 
ial Boa 


60o for 

H. PLANTEN & SON, INC., 

93 Hour Soeoc * B'Mym. N.Y.^ 


WOMEN 

A Female Remedy 


No need to suffer pain every month. No 

EMSuZ.ES* irre,u * a * °' V . deU . Y , ed * ** r, ) c * 


neea to oe irie*ui#r ui *>«-« 

EMSULES and get relief. Anold remedy, 
prescribed by doctors. No other prepa* 
ration like it. Has brought happiness to 
thousands of women. Insist on the origi' 
nal and genuine—red capsules in the 
yellow box. At all drug stores, or trial 
box on receipt of $1.00. 


EMSULES 

*1.1, 


I H. Planten &Son, Inc. I 

93 Henry St., Brooklyn, N.Y, | 


IF, YOU WANT 
Money, Love, Easy Life 

SUCCESS 

WRITE TODAY 

No matter how hopeless you* 
case may seem! 

GUARANTEE TO HELP YOU 

M. WILLIAMS 

ffV 901 Bergen Ave. 

. V JERSEY CITY, N. J. 
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Baptist Minister Sees Little Presidential Prospectfor Governor 


RITCHIE'S SLIM 
CHANCE FOR U.S. 
PRES„ SLIMMER 

“Recent Lynching a Disgrace 
Upon State,” says the 
Rev. Arthur J. Payne. 


“The lynching of Matthew Wil¬ 
liams has ruined any chances of 
Gov. Ritchie of Maryland ever be¬ 
coming the Chief Execptive of these 
United States,” said the Rev. A. J. 
Payne, pastor of the Enon Baptist 
Church, in addressing his congrega¬ 
tion Sunday morning. 

“Gov. Ritchie is known to be a nice 
looking man,” he continued, “but we 
don’t elect a President on looks. 

“The lynching of Williams is a 
disgrace upon the State and the Gov 
ernor is largely responsible. He can’t 
win any more than I can. 

“I hope that Mr. Ades will be suc¬ 
cessful in his fight to move the case 
of Orphan Jones to Baltimore City/’ 

The Rev. Mr. Payne advised his 
congregation to take it easy, stating 
that it was foolish to go out and kill 
a white man whenever a colored man 
was killed. 

He said: “Let us show that we 
have more religion than they have. 
Any race that has been in slavery 
under another race must suffer the 
aftermath. The lynching of Williams 
was not because of the two cases 
now the topic of the day on the 
Eastern Shore, but a feeling that hag 
come down for 60 years. It is a 
hard job to get hatred from hearts.” 

The pastor closed by suggesting 
education and religion as the best 
cure for the lynch evil 


Delegates to DePriest 
Conference 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

W. W. Hill, S. A. Haynes, L. M. Cole¬ 
man. Dr. Clara E. Taliaferro, L. A. Howell, 
A. S. Rogers, Mrs. Mary Thompson. E. P. 
Arnold, the Rev. J. C. Olden, the Rev. 
E. C. Smith, Sylvester McLaurln, Mrs. Eva 
Robb, S. N. Jackson, Mrs. Thomas, the 
Rev. H. T. Medford, M. W. Thomas, the 
Rev. H. Y. Medford, M. W. Spencer. Hor¬ 
ace Anderson, J. Finley Wilson. Judge W. C. 
Hueston, Cicero A. Lee, Nannie Burroughs, 
P. H. Allen, Bishop E. D. W. Jones, Royal 
W. Bailey, Dean Kelly Miller. Morris Lewis, 
Miss Effie Hale, Congressman DePriest, W. A. 
Washington, W. I. Blake and A. S. Plnkett. 

MARYLAND 

Carl Murphy, Baltimore: Mrs. Helen Car¬ 
doso,, Fairmont Heights: Edward L. Carter, 
Branchville; Mrs. Hannah E. Moore, Belalr. 

VIRGINIA 

C. Tiffany Toliver, Roanoke; Harry L. 
Walker. Lexington: P. B. Young, Norfolk; 
the Rev. Vernon Johns. 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Robert L. Vann, Mrs. Daisy G. Lampkln, 
Pittsburgh; G. L. Bryant, Morristown; Lela 
Walker Jones, Judge Edward W. Henry, Dr. 
C. A. Lewis. W. H. R. Powell. Addle A. 
Dickerson, Naramon Hanson, Jr.. Philadel¬ 
phia; John Drew, Darby; Col. Edward Hard¬ 
man, Villa Nova: Harold Pilgrim, Lans- 
down, and John W. Lewis, Morrisville. 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Henry Richards. Kimball; G. E. Ferguson, 
T. H. Walker, Charleston. 

NEW JERSEY 

Clara M. Scott, Alethia V. Jefferson, the 
Rev. H. A. Onque, J. Lewis Barry, Jr., H. 
Blanche Harris, Newark; Marmeta Branch, 
Madison: the Rev. R. A. Jackson, Camden; 
Lottie B. Blanchard, Montclair: Isaac Nut¬ 
ter. William J. Moore, Edward W. Dale, 
Atlantic Citj, J^epn tx. Montgomery, Mont¬ 
clair, and James Curry. 

NEW YORK 

H. H. Fuller, the Rev. J. S. Givens, Attor¬ 
ney and Mrs. Clarence Williams, New York 
City; James A. Ross, Buffalo; the Rev. Wil¬ 
liam C. Brown, the Rev. S. L. Corrothers, 
Brooklyn; R. E. James, White Plains. 

RHODE ISLAND 

The Rev. Marion F. Sydes, Providence; 
I. Simon Morgan, East Providence. 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Dr. Walter O. Taylor, John 6. D. Bourne, 
Monroe Trotter, Boston; the Rev. Douglas 
T. Robinson, New Bedford. 

CONNECTICUT 

The Rev. B. L. Matthews, H. H. Williams, 
Robert Graham, Blanche Wilson, Stanford. 

ILLINOIS 

Bishop W. J. Walls, Mary F. Waring. Ella 
G. Berry, the Rev. J. C. Austin, Mrs. Janie 
Gaines, the Rev. V. David Bond, Chicago; 
the Rev. C. Monroe, Springfield. 

INDIANA 

Sallle W. Stewart, Evansville. 

OHIO 

Ernest Redmon, Wellsville; J. A. Roberta 
and the Rev. J. M. Howard, Toledo. 

KENTUCKY 

Ella R. Robinson, Fannie R. Givens, Louis¬ 
ville; the Rev. G. L. David, and B. Fouse, 
Lexington. 

MISSOURI 

John T. Clark, Roy Wilbert, St. Louis; 
Dr. William J. Tompkins, Kansas City. 

KANSAS 

R. D. Taylor, Junction City. 

LOUISIANA 

Lieut. A. A. B. Chatters, Louisiana. 

COLORADO 

A. H. W. Ross, Dr. Louis Thompson, Colo¬ 
rado Springs. 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Prof. William Steele. North Carolina. 

GEORGIA 

Mrs. Georgo J. Williams, Savannah, 

FLORIDA 

W. B. Glover, Plant City; Cyrus T. Green. 
G. S. Middleton, E. M. M. White, Edward 
W. Stone, Tampa; Mary McLeod Bethune, 
Daytona, Beach. 


New York’s Y.M.C.A. 
Secretary to Retire 

NEW YORK—Thomas E. Taylor, 
for 15 yars executive secretary of the 
West 135th Street branch will retire 
December 10, but will continue his 
services until his successor has been 
named. 

Mr. Taylor has engaged in associa¬ 
tion work for 26 years. Directors ac¬ 
cepted notice of his retirement with 
regret. 


BE A STRONG MAN— 

A HEALTHY WOMAN 

Try MANTONE if you are fagged’ out, weak, 
nervous, run-down, have no appetite, indiges¬ 
tion, liver, kidney or bladder trouble, rheu¬ 
matism, lagrippe, chills and fever, colds or 
other complaints. If you are not delighted 
with results your Druggist will cheerfully 
refund the purchase price of your first bottle. 

Recommended, sold and endorsed by reliable 
Druggists everywhere. Mailed anywhere in 
U.S.A. upon receipt of purchase price, $1.00. 

Address orders MANTONE CO., Dept. D, 1425 
Pennsylvania Ave.. Baltimore, Md. 


Del.-Mar.-Va. Asso. 
Lures Commerce to 
Eastern Shore 


SALISBURY, Md.—The work 
of the Del.-Mar.-Va. Association 
of the Eastern Shore was put to 
naught by the mob demonstra¬ 
tion that brought disgrace upon 
the Eastern Shore. 

The association is composed of 
a group of business men, farm¬ 
ers and manufacturers of the 
section, who spend $250,000 year¬ 
ly in newspaper and radio adver¬ 
tising, telling the world the glo¬ 
ries of that section of the coun¬ 
try. Produce, such as straw¬ 
berries, peaches, apples, canned 
goods, oysters, crabs, and other 
produce of the section through¬ 
out Delaware, Maryland and 
Virginia are marketed under the 
trade mark of Del.-Mar.-Va. 
The association also attempts to 
bring factories and other busi¬ 
ness concerns to the section. 

Some of the literature dis¬ 
tributed by the association tells 
of the peaceful, law-abiding citi¬ 
zens and the tranquillity ever 
present in the communities of 
the Eastern Shore. 


31 LYNCHINGS IN 
MARYLAND SINCE 
THE YEAR 1882 

28 of the Victims were 
Colored, and Only 3 
White. 

SALISBURY" MOB 
OP 1898 RECALLED 

Whites then Battered 
Down Jail Door. 


50 Women Among 400 Colored Hunger Marchers Monday 



Since 1882, Maryland has had 
31 lynchings, according to Tuske- 
gee Institute Records. Of the 
victims, 28 were colored and 3 
were white. 

Records prior to 1882 arc not 
avilable, but it is known that 
Maryland slaves, like those in 
other states, were frequently 
lynched for the murder of over¬ 
seers or owners. 

The Negro Year Book figures 
for the U.S. for the decade from 
1850 to 1860 alone show 46 slaves 
put to death for killing overseers 
or owners of them, 26 were lynch¬ 
ed. 


SALISBURY (Lynchtown), Md.—A 
few of the older citizens of this mob- 
ridden city recalled Sunday the last 
lynching in Salisbury when Garfield 
King, popular church worker, was 
taken from the jail and hanged back 
of the court house on May 24, 1898. 

One of the town’s oldest citizens 
recounted the happening that led up 
to the orgy. King, who was well 
known throughout Wicomico County 
as a worker in the church, lived at 
Allentown, several miles from Salis¬ 
bury near Princess Anne. 

On May 23, he went into a store 
which was owned and operated by 
Simon Kenny, white. As he entered 
the store. King accidentally stepped 
on the foot of Kenny, who was sit¬ 
ting with his feet across the door¬ 
way. 

The men engaged in a quarel, dur¬ 
ing which Kenny struck King in the 
face. King went to his home and 
obtained his revolver. When he re¬ 
turned, he fired several shots at Ken¬ 
ny, all of which entered his body. 
Kenny died a few hours later. 

King was taken to Salisbury jail. 
The following day the citizens of 
Princess Anne, Cambridge, and Sal¬ 
isbury collected in Salisbury and at¬ 
tacked the jail. They battered down 
the jail door and seized King. He 
was hanged a few hundred feet away 
from where Matthew Williams was 
hanged here on December 4. 

It has been 33 years, 6 months and 
10 days from that time until Salis¬ 
bury witnessed its last murder by 
mob in the recent killing of the 
youthful Williams. 


SALISBURY MOR 
PLAYED 5 HOURS 

Continued from Page 1 


the sub-stations between Salisbury 
and Elkton. 

Pull Prize Boner 

The Salisbury police did not reach 
their heights of comedy until after 
they had recovered the body. They 
did not know what to do with it. 
With the family of the victim clamor¬ 
ing for the remains of their loved one, 
with a city morgue at their disposal; 
the police hit upon the original idea 
of tossing the body into a truck and 
carrying it several miles out into the 
country and covering it with burlap 
and leaves. 

After they had returned to town 
and' repaired to their respective 
homes, the officials decided that this 
was not the proper procedure. Thev 
then piled into trucks again, round¬ 
ed up a colored undertaker and re¬ 
turned to the spot and brought the 
body back to the city. 

Describes Body 

Eye witnesses to the lynching de¬ 
scribed the remains of the victim aft¬ 
er it had been burned by the mob. 
The whole upper portion of the body 
was completely charred beyond recog¬ 
nition. The hair and skin was burn¬ 
ed off completely, leaving a skull cov¬ 
ered with soot. The eyes were de¬ 
stroyed, leaving only the black holes. 
The upper portion of the body and 
the lower limbs were burned to a 
crisp. With this hideous form the 
mob leaders toyed and made sport 
like a cat with a mouse for about 
five hours. 
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SPECIAL ^EXCURSION 


New York .$5.50 

Pittsburgh.$7.25 

Richmond.$6.25 


Philadelphia. 

Newark. 

Roanoke . 


.$4.50 

.$5.50 

.$9.25 


ONE WAY FARES 


Norfolk.$4.80 

Portsmouth.$4.80 

Newport News.....$4.80 


Wilmington. 

Oxford.;.. 

Boston. 


.$1.75 

$1.25 
$7.50 


FOR INFORMATION 




CENTRAL BUS DEPOT 

23 N. LIBERTY ST. 

Phone Plaza 1300 or Plaza 1509 


—Washington Neios Photo. 

Bearing signs: “Eating for the Unemployed,” “Down with Jim Crow Laws,” “Down with Lynching,” “No Dis¬ 
crimination Against Negroes in Distribution of Relief,” “Down with Hoover,” “We Want $150 Unemployment In¬ 
surance,” 400 colored, including 50 women, and 1,600 white Hunger Marchers descended on Washington Monday. 
They came from all over the country. One of the songs they sang ran “We’ll shout and yell, and fight like hell, 
on the hunger, hunger, hunger line.” As in Baltimore, white comrades refused D.C. plans to feed and house 
colored workers in a separate place. Colored and white men, women and children marched side by side. Many 
of the marchers were poorly clothed. Many wore sweaters and had no top coats. 

Findings of the Non-Partisan 
Conference in D.C 


The Non-Partisan Conference, composed 
of representative delegates from both politi¬ 
cal parties from all sections of the coun¬ 
try as well as religious, civic, fraternal 
and benevolent organizations, assembled in 
the city of Washington, District of Colum¬ 
bia, December 2. 3, and 4, 1931, presents 
the following declaration of principles and 
purposes to the Negro race and to the 
American people. 

This declaration does not engage to in¬ 
clude a complete bill of grievances, nor 
yet a catalog of common place virtues and 
values upon which all good citizens must 
agree, but a practical agenda, with con¬ 
structive purpose. 

Our Americanic: I 

We wish to reaffirm our undeviating de¬ 
votion to the principles of American insti¬ 
tutions, as set forth in the Declaration of 
Independence and the Constitution of the 
United States, believing that no other 
foundation can be laid than that which 
has been laid. 

Communism 

We warn members of the race against 
the specious pleas of Communism, whose 
basic principles are vitally at variance with 
our received ideals of free institutions. 
While no underprivileged minority may be 
expected to be incurious to the experi¬ 
ments of aggreived groups in other parts 
of the world, struggling to throw off the 
shackles of oppression, yet the American 
Negro must rely for relief upon the Amei - 
can ideal. “n the modified language of 
Frederick Douglass, “The Constitution is 
th ship, all else is the sea.” 

Patriotism and Loyalty 
Made Difficult 

The patriotism and loyalty of the Negro 
to American ideals and traditions are deep- 
seated and passionate, and have stood every 
test to which they have been subjected. We 
appeal to J fair and candid judgment 
of the American people, not to make the 
continuance of this loyalty, patriotism and 
devotion hard and difficult by harsh and 
unjust treatment. 

Conference Non-Partisan 

This is a non-partisan conference. We 
are meeting at the Capital of the Nation 
at a time when the responsibility of the 
government is being divided between the 
two major political parties. 

I is not our purpose to endorse or con¬ 
demn either, but to utilize both for the 
good of the race. The political history of 
the race, up to now, is a well known story. 
Wc have been chiefly the benficiaries of 
one party against the overt or covert un¬ 
friendliness of the other. In the past we 
have requited those parties substantially 
according to their relative attitude toward 
us. We would not have been human if we 
had acted differently. But today, party 
creeds are crumbling and party differences 
dwindling to the point of indistinction. 
The last two party platforms adopted in 
1928, differ only in phraseology. 

This approachment serves to liberate the 
hard and fast allegiance of the Negro and 
to dispose his mind to independent politi¬ 
cal action. We must now catch the politi¬ 
cal manners living as they rise. Like all 
other elements of the people, we must no 
longer look to the past, but face the pres¬ 
ent and the future. Solid blocs are dan¬ 
gerous to good government, whether they 
be the solid South or the solid Negro. 

We would like to see Negroes build up a 
basis of effectiveness and influence inside 
of both parties, so that when the wheel 
of political fortune brings the one or 
the other into natlonn’ control, Ihe race 
may not be without friends at the seat of 
power. The control of the government, 
under a democracy, must needs fluctuate 
between two major parties. The welfare 
of any class or group is precarious indeed, 
that pins its hope exclusively on one politi¬ 
cal organization. 

Attitude towards the Negro no longer 
grows out of -party creed or party principle, 
but takes its tone and tinge from geographi¬ 
cal latitude. There is absolutely no differ¬ 
ence in attitude towards the Negroes by 
Republicans and Democrats in Massachu¬ 
setts, any more than there is between 
Democrats and lily white Republicans in 
Mississippi. The white Democratic pri¬ 
maries in the South are as distasteful to 
the Negro as the lily white Republican cau¬ 
cuses and conventions in that section. 

Parties as a Tool 

We regard poltical parties as an instru¬ 
ment to be used and not as a fetish to 
be worshipped. Tools may wear out and 
grow blunt. They can be resharpened or 
cast aside for different or better ones. The 
ballot was given the Negro as a weapon of 
defense. The effectiveness of the ballot is 
appreciated and recognized mainly when 
the voter has the potentiality and evinces 
the disposition to change the result. 

The Northern migration has given the 
Negro vote strategic significance in practi- 
branches of State legislatures, to the boards 
of aldermen in the various cities and all 
other elective offices functioning within 
their area. This is the entrance wedge 
which will bring the race back into the 
political equation. 

It is a matter of indifference to the race 
as a whole whether the Negroes exploit 
this political opportunity as Republicans, 
as they do in Southside Chicago or as 
they do in Harlem, New York. 

Colored Women 

Women have been given equal political 
power with men. In the Northern States, 
where the franchise is unrestricted, Negro 
1 -vie 3 are more numerous than the males, 
and consequently have greater political 
potentiality. 

We call upon our women voters every¬ 
where to arouse from their political, leth¬ 
argy and qualify and vote according to 
their convictions to promote the best in¬ 
terest of their sex, section, race and na- 
tii ■ We especially urge that the women 
delegates to this conference go back to 
their several communities and make them¬ 
selves fcvangels of this doctrine. 

Disfranchisement in Southern 
States 

The Negro in the South Is the only ele¬ 
ment of our population that labors under 
the disability of disfranchisement. This 
does not apply equally in all Southern 


States. In Delaware, Maryland. West Vir¬ 
ginia, Kentucky and Missouri, there is no 
cally every State North of the Potomac 
and Ohio Rivers; and East of the Missis¬ 
sippi the Negro easily holds the balance of 
power. At this time a wavering balance 
between the two parties, the Negro vote 
can easil * be utilized for what it Is most 
worth — political and civil e> - lity and 
economic opportunity. One can always 
make a better bargain, when there are 
two bidders instead of one. 

The Negro race has no deep-seated di¬ 
visive political conviction. All Negroes have 
the same political creed, the procurement 
of rights and privileges under the Const- 
tution and the law. Party label is but a 
badge of conveniences and expediency. 
The man with the toothache concentrates 
attention on the aching organ to the neg¬ 
lect of other equally important members 
of the body With the Negro questions 
of tariL and revenue, internal policies and 
foreign relations must await the settle¬ 
ment of human rights. 

The Negro in the North 

We urge Negroes in the North to vote 
for men, measures and movements, which 
they deem best calculated to advance the 
welfare of the race, regardless of party 
label. Especially do we advise that they 
question all candidates, of whatever party, 
bidding for their suffrage to declare how 
they stand and will vote on matters affect¬ 
ing racial advantage and advancement. 

Political Units 

Negroes in the North are concentrated 
Jn large cities and are segregated Jn more 
or less separate areas. This gives the Ne¬ 
gro the majority of the voters in several 
political units. The political advantage, 
growing out of segregation, should be uti¬ 
lized to the fullest extent to elect members 
of their own race to the Congress of the 
United States, to the upper and lower 
race distinction or discrimination in the 
franchise. In Florida, Arkansas, Texas, 
and Tennessee, the only restriction placed 
upon the suffrage is the imposition of the 
poll tax which applies to white and black 
alike. 

In eight Southern States there are con¬ 
stitutional limitations upon the ballot cal¬ 
culated to shut out the Negro and which 
effectively accomplish that purpose. In all 
the Southern States, with the exceptions 
Just mentioned, the whites rely upon the 
traditional shyness and timidity of the 
Negro to frighten him from the polls. The 
two million unhindered Negro voters in 
the North are deeply concerned about the 
four million disfranchised ones in the 
South. 

Eligible Negro Voters 
in the South 

There are thousands of eligible IJegro 
voters in every Southern State under ex¬ 
isting limitations. They should be encour¬ 
aged to qualify and vote under these re¬ 
strictions until such time that they can 
be removed. They should not permit them¬ 
selves to be too easily intimidated. No 
man is worthy of his rights, unless he has 
the courage to stand up and manfully con¬ 
tend for them. It ought not require any 
extraordinary courage for an eligible Negro 
in Mississippi or Georgia to demand of 
local authorities that they live up to the 
law, which they themselves have made. 

Vote for Best Southern 
Whites 

We endorse the advice of Congressman 
DePriest to Southern Negroes, to vote for 
the fairer-minded men in their several com¬ 
munities. The eligible Negro voters are In 
the hopeless minority and this is the only 
me hod by which they can hope to make 
their franchise effective. As the case now 
stands, It would appear that if the South¬ 
ern Negro ever hopes to regain the use of 
the ballot, it will i be by national com¬ 
pulsion, but by local propitiation. 

N.A.A.C.P. 

The thanks of the entire race are due 
to the National Association for the Ad¬ 
vancement of Colored People for prosecut¬ 
ing the franchise rights of the Southern 
Negro through the Federal Courts. The 
Supreme Court has outlawed the grand¬ 
father clauses and the State-authorized 
white primaries. The recent decision oi 
the Federal District Court in North Caro¬ 
lina, to the effect that any registration 
officer, who denies a citizen his right to 
qualify under the laws of the State, solely 
on the ground of race or color, is liable 
to criminal prosecution and punishment, 
is of far reaching significance. 

Restrictions Short Lived 

Even the sponsors of these unjust dis¬ 
criminations are fully aware that they are 
but temporary makeshifts and must In¬ 
evitably be swept away with the progress 
of events. The manly courage ana goou 
sense of the Negro, himself, will have much 
to do with their early or ultimate elimina¬ 
tion. 

Civil Service 

Civil Service Reform swept over the na¬ 
tion a generation ago as the chief moral 
issue of the time. The avowed object of 
this reform was to purify the public ser¬ 
vice from political corruption, and that 
the clerical staff should be recruited, ad¬ 
vanced or demoted on the basis of merit 
only, without regard to politics, religion, 
sex or race. 

This law operated on the level of its 
original intention under two administra¬ 
tions of Grover Cleveland, under Harri¬ 
son, McKinley and Roosevelt. Race dis¬ 
crimination began to creep in under Taft 
and has gone on under all subsequent ad¬ 
ministrations until now it constitutes a 
greater scandal than, was caused by the 
“spoils system" which it was calculated to 
cure. The operation of the Civil Service 
reached its highest perfection under the 
first administration of Grover Cleveland 
and the commissionership of Theodore 
Roosevelt. 

When an individual fails to play the 
game according to the rules of its own 
making, he is called unsportsmanlike or 
by an uglier name. The government of 
the United States makes and operates the 
regulations and invites the Negro tfl com¬ 
pete on the same basis as other citizens; 
but, alas, when he wins the prize, he is 
cheated out of the fruits of his victory by 
sinister device and tricky contrivance of 
the government Itself. Surely the Na¬ 


tion’s conscience Is growing sore where 
the Negro issue is involved. 

No complaint has yet been lodged against 
the Civil Service Commission itself, for 
unfairness on rating papers and certifying 
applicants. The introduction of photo¬ 
graphs, intended for another purpose, has 
undoubtedly been prostituted to this end. 
It is the heads of departments as appoint¬ 
ing officers, who effectively block the ap¬ 
pointment of colored men and women by 
flagrantly defeating the letter and spirit 
of the civil service law. 

The President of the United States Is 
ultimately responsible for all employees un¬ 
der the government. We wish to place 
the matter squarely where it belongs. If 
the President of the United States, regard¬ 
less of party faith, should issue an execu¬ 
tive order, forbidding * all discrimination 
either in the appointment of applicants or 
he treatment of employees on account 
of politics, creed, race or sex and should 
hold the heads of any departments violat¬ 
ing this order liable to removal, — then, 
all these complaints would vanish over¬ 
night in thin air. 

We request the Civil Cervice Comml'- 
sion to substitute finger prints for photo¬ 
graphs as means of identification. While 
this would not wholly do away with race 
discrimination, it would make its opera¬ 
tion. more difficult and troublesome. 

We urge upon Congress to formulate and 
pass a law which will effectively carry out 
thf> original purpose of the Civil Service 
Awi,. Tne authorization of a court of ap¬ 
peals to which applicants or employees 
might have recourse for redress of griev¬ 
ances would go a long ways in the desired 
direction. 

Lynching 

Lynching Is the climax of lawlessness. 
America is the wealthiest and wickedest 
nation on the face of the globe according 
to the showing of Its own l u :t of recorded 
crime. It is the only nation which in¬ 
dulges In the pastime of lynching and 
burning its own citizens. While it may 
b'j rejoined that the nation Itself, as such, 
does not indulge in such gruesome prac¬ 
tices, yet from a broader point of view 
what the nation permits, the nation com¬ 
mits. This stigma stains the honor of 
the national escutcheon and constitutes 
the crowning disgrace of democracy. In 
the words of Woodrow Wilson, ‘every case 
of lynching has been a blow at the heart 
of orderly law and human justice.” 

We are not willing to allow the impres¬ 
sion to go unchallenged that lynching is 
a peculiar form of iniquity visited only 
upon the Negro race or that it is confined 
to any particular group of States. Every 
State In the Union, except the six New 
England States, bear blood stains of vic¬ 
tims of mob violence. Fourteen hundred 
white men and women have been lynched 
and burned at the stake during the past 
40 years. 

But the Negro is made to bear the chief 
bTunt of this iniquity. He becomes a ready 
victim, because he is more easily handled 
by the cowardly mob. “The poeple who 
are lynched easiest, will be lynched often- 
est.” But recital of gruesome happenings 
and Idle wailings are impotent without a 
remedy. 

The Remedy 

A. We are more than pleased to learn 
of the good work recently undertaken by 
the Southern Commission on Lynching to 


study the cause, extent and cure of this; 
crime. 

B. We urge Negroes everywhere, not on¬ 
ly to observe the law, but to be circum¬ 
spect In theJr conduct so as to avoid even 
the words of Woodrow Wilson, “every case 
text or color of excuse for mob violence. 

C. W e urge the States where the out¬ 
break of mob violence occurs most fre-1 
quently to enact laws punishing partici-1 
pants in the mob. intent on inflicting pun¬ 
ishment on an uncondemned citizen. 

D. We urge the President to send a mes¬ 
sage to Congress and to the country, as 
Woodrow Wilson did during the time of 
War, to arouse the conscience of the na¬ 
tion to the enormity of this iniquity. 

E. We call upon Congress to utilize Its 
keenest legal talent to devise an effective 
law which will put an end to the most 
malignant evil that afflicts the American 
nation. 

National Aid to Negro 
Education 

We wish to adopt the minority report 
of the National Advisory Committee on 
Education, which reads follows: 

“1. That for a limited number of years 
the Federal Government shall ..lake to any 
State or States such special grants in aid 
of the development of Negro education 
therein, and in addition to any and all 
prevailing grants in aid of educ?Mon in 
general, as shall be determined to be wise 
after a careful study of factors Involved 
in the educational finances of the said State 
or States, and as may be recommended by 
a Joint committee in each State created 
for that purpose and representing the Fed¬ 
eral and State Govenments and the Negro 
citizens of that State. 

“2. That the division of Negro Education 
in the Office of Education, or in lieu there¬ 
of, a specially appointed National Advisory 
Commission on Negro Education, shall 
make such studies in the field of Negro 
Education, in addition to the studies pro¬ 
vided for in the recommendations of the 
majority report, as may be needed to de¬ 
termine how the helpful purposes of the 
Federal government, provided for above, 
may be most constructively carried 
through.” 

Howard University 

We urge both branches of Congress to 
continue to make adequate provision for 
the maintenance of Howard University, the 
nrtional institution for the Negro race. 
This appeal is not based upon political 
considerations, but upon the broad basis 
of patriotism and Justice. 

Negr jpulation Statistics 

The removal during the last two decades 
of more than a million Negro inhabitants 
from the far South to the North, East 
and West, makes it most urgent that the 
Negro statistics gathered in 1920 and 1930 
be placed in as comparable form as pos¬ 
sible. To that end, we earnestly urge the 
Bureau of the Census. Department of Com¬ 
merce, to bring up to date the compara¬ 
tive tables Included in the Negro Report, 
published in 1914. and then designated by 
the Bureau as “the most comprehensive 
statistical report ever published on the sub¬ 
ject to which It relates,” and which prov¬ 
ed to be one of the most popular volumes 
ever published by the Bureau. This com¬ 
pilation, brought up to date, would be of 
incalculable value to students of the race 
problem. 

Economics and Industry 

A. In this day of deep depression and 
unemployment, of which the Negro sus¬ 
tains the heaviest brunt, we urge our peo¬ 
ple everywhere to be thrifty, frugal, and 
industrious, reliable and dutiful in the per¬ 
formance of any task which their hands 
may find to do. 

B. /e urge the white labor world, feel¬ 
ing the effect of the common depression, 
to lav aside their customary Intolerance 
against their Negro laborers and fellow- 
workers. and to evince a willingness to 
share with them the limited opportunities, 
rather than strive to exclude them on the 
ungenerous plea, “lest there be not enough 
for you and us.” 

C. We urge the capitalists and masters 
of industry to apportion fairly among 
black and white workers alike, both work 
and pay in this dark day of industrial un¬ 
certainty. 

The Outlook 

Finally, we would encourage the race to 
face'the future, with optimism and hope. 
It is a far erv from the starting point of 
a human chattel to the fullness of the stat¬ 
ue of American citizenship. Although, we 
have not yet reached the mark of the high 
calling, yet our progress has been mar¬ 
velous. We may gain encouragement and 
ready trod as well as by regarding the un¬ 
hope by looking back upon the path al- 
completed journey which lies before us. 
In the accomplisment of this goal, we must 
rely upon ourselves, upon the innate sense 
of Justice and fair play of the American 
people and upon the gracious favor of 
almighty God. 

DEPRESSION HITS 
WHITE JOYS’ CLUB 

NEW YORK.—(Special)—Wealthy 
backers of a boys’ club (white) in 
15th Street, New .York, have been 
so hard hit by the continuance of 
the depression that needed improve¬ 
ments in the building could not be 
made, according to young Mr. Scheif- 
fiin, white, son of William Jay 
Scheiffiin, chairman of the Tuskegee 
and Hampton trustee boards, whole¬ 
sale drug merchant, philanthropist, 
and civic leader. 

Young Scheififin was speaking to a 
Harlem audience at the regular 
monthly forum of Abyssinian Bap¬ 
tist Church last Thursday night. 
“The needed work could not be done 
until unemployed carpenters and 
painters had been put to work as 
emergency employees by the Emerg¬ 
ency Work Bureau,” he stated. That 
misery likes company and doesn’t 
pick just on race re being stressed 
throughout the community. 


N.A.A.C.P. Asks Governor Ritchie 
to Practice What He Preaches 


Hon. Albert E. Ritchie, 

Governor of Maryland, < t 

Annapolis, Maryland. 

Maryland has sullied its record as a state and added to the na¬ 
tion’s shame by the brutal mob murder of an injured man lying help¬ 
less in a hospital. This second successful mob outbreak follows close 
upon the disorders in which it was attempted to lynch a colored man 
at Snow Hill. The National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People appeals to you to use to the full your power as gov¬ 
ernor to see to It that the mob murderers are prosecuted and pun¬ 
ished and that Maryland’s reign of mob terror be sternly and prompt¬ 
ly suppressed. 

In the same newspaper carrying an account of this latest lynch¬ 
ing in your state, is a despatch quoting a speech of yours in which 
you appeal for full faith in American institutions and In the Ameri¬ 
can idea of democracy. We appeal to you not only as governor of 
Maryland but as a leading exponent of the American system to prac¬ 
tice what you preach. 

ROY WILKINS, 

Assistant Secretary, 

National Association for the Advancement of Colored People. 


Do You 


Believe in 
Hell? 


Effort was made In Boston recently to deny ordination to Luther M. Filler, jooai 
graduate of a theological seminary, for bis bold statement, “I do not believe in hell—that 
is. a literal lake of fire and brimstone.” Rev. Mr. Fuller said, “The average person Ij 
conceived with a doctrine which stamps God as a ruthless tyrant instead of a God of 
love.” 

Sunday School Lesson 

SUNDAY. DECEMBER IS. 

JOHN'S VISION ON PATMOS. Revela¬ 
tion 1:1 to 3:22. 

GOLDEN TEXT: Fear not; I am the first 
and the last, and the Living one.- Rev. 
1:17,18. 

DEVOTIONAL READING: I Corinthians 
15:42-49. 

Lesson Material: Revelation* 2:0-10: 
21:1 to 22:9. 

Memory Verse: God himaelf ahall be 
with them and be their God.—Rer. 
21:3b. 

JUNIOR TOPIC: John’* Vision of Heaven. 
Lesson Material: Rev. 1:0-19; 21:1 to 
22-9. 

Memory Verse: And his servant shall 
serve him.—Rev. 22:3c. 
INTERMEDIATE AND SENIOR TOPK: 
J ti Sees the Ever-Living Christ. 

TOPIC FOR YOUNG PEOPLE ^ND AD¬ 
ULTS: The Glorified Saviour. 

-o- 

GREENWOOD 

GREENWOOD. Del.—Church eervIcM 
Sunday were well attended. The Rev. O. C. 
Gibson filled the pulpit. At evening was 
the end of the Twelve Tribe Rally which 
netted the sum of $121.44. 

Those on the sick list are: Mrs. Marga¬ 
ret Laws, Alfred Potter and Mrs. Harriett 
Brewington. t 

The Thanksgiving turkey supper given 
November 25 by Mrs. Miller and Mrs. Flor¬ 
ence Matthews was very successful. 

Mrs. LIndy Thompson gave a cup social 
Friday evening. 

Miss Virginia Cornish of Dover State Col¬ 
lege. was week-end guest of Bertye Helm. 

Miss Geneva Taylor was guest of her 
parents Sunday. 

Perry Costen and Mrs. Sarah Costen were 
guests of Mr. and Mrs. A. Taylor. 

Mrs. Lavinia Taylor and Mrs. Evelyn 
Dukcr were guests of Mrs. TVaverly Can¬ 
non during the week. • 


Hell and Torment, Too 

By THE REV. J. M. HARRISON Jr. 

Pastor, Coppin A.M.E. Church 
826 Carrollton Avenue 
Baltimore , Md. 

I believe what the ancient Greek 
philosophers taught and do not even 
question the ac¬ 
curacy of their 
pronouncem e n t s 
or their existence. 

In the New 
Testament I find 
these words: “It 
is better for thee 
to enter into life 
with one eye, 
rather than hav¬ 
ing two eyes to 
be cast into hell 
fire.” —. St. Mat¬ 
thew 18:9; also, 

“And in hell he 
lifted up his eyes, 



Rev. Harrison 

in tor- 


ments”—St. Luke 16:23. 

These are the words of Jesus 
Christ himself, and I believe what 
He has said. 

I think that if we would stop long 
enough to reflect on the fate of all 
nations who have forgotten God we 
would be constrained to believe even 
as the learned Saul of Tarsus was 
constrained. | 


N.J. DEMOCRATS 
SEEK PATRONAGE 


Armed Police Stand Guard as Jobless 
Marchers Descend on Capitol 



TRENTON, N.J.—The Elks’ Home 
at 44 Fowler Street was the scene 
Saturday of a large meeting of 
prominent Democrats of the State 
who gathered here to discuss ap¬ 
pointments that would be sought 
from Governor-elect A. Harry Moore 
and the incoming Democratic admin¬ 
istration. 

The meeting was called by Dr. Le- 
Roy Baxter of Newark, who was in 
charge of Moore forces in the State 
during the recent campaign. 

A committee was appointed to wait 
on a session of the Democratic 
State Committee which will convene 
in Newark this Thursday. Demands 
will be made for recognition in the 
form of the following appointments: 
member of the State board of health, 
a civil service commissioner, a mem¬ 
ber on the State board of education, 
chief bill clerk in the state assembly, 
deputy attorney general, and^mes- 
senger to the Governor. 

Considerable interest was manifest¬ 
ed in the last position. The last col¬ 
ored messenger to the Governor was 
a member of the Gordon family of 
this city. The post proved to be an 
influential one. 

Among those preesnt at the meet 
were: J. Bernard Johnson, an attor¬ 
ney: Dr. Baxter, Dr. W. G. Alexan¬ 
der, Dr. Lee, Mrs. A. Williams. Miss 
Myrtle Williams, W. T. Banks, C. 
Irving Archer, of Newark; J. Leroy 
Jordan, attorney, of Elizabeth; P. G. 
Thurman and Ferdinand Gregory, of 
Morristown; Charles Scarville, of 
Passaic; Leroy Williams, of Burling¬ 
ton; Dr. Leroy Morris and Peyton 
Manning, of Mercer County; John 
W. Harris and Lorenso Harris, of As- 
bury Pork; Dr. C. T. Branch and 
Irving T. Nutt, of Camden; Judge 
Aim an, Mr. Walls and Mr. McCloud, 
of Atlantic City. 


Montgomery 


Alab 


ama 


MONTGOMERY, Ala. — The people of 
Montgomery mourn with Birmingham the 
loss of one of its prominent citizens W. B. 
Driver, and extend to the family their 
sympathy. 

MISS SUE BAILEY, national student sec¬ 
retary of the Y.W.C.A., met with the stu¬ 
dent group of “Y” workers at the State 
Teachers' College, Thursday evening. 

TO THE TUNES of the Nightingale Or¬ 
chestra, “Our Gang,” a group of promi¬ 
nent men of Montgomery, entertained with 
an After-Game Dansante” for the visitors 
to the Alaba ■ State-Tuskegee game. 

MR. AND MRS. C. J. DUNN had as their 
guest for the Alabama State-Tuskegee 
game. Miss Bernice Hamblin, of Talladega 
College. 

MISS FANNIE NELMS had as her guest 
for the Alabama State-Tuskegee game. Mrs. 
Cleo Nelms Williams and Mrs. Sadie Diffay, 
of Birmingham. 

SEEN AMONG the many visitors to the 
Alabama State homecoming game with Tus¬ 
kegee were: Mesdames C. Nelms Williams. 
Sadie Diffay, M. Baity, R. Crawford, R. Ma¬ 
lone, M. McCord, H. Carey, Misses T. Jones. 
P. McKinney, A. Goodrich, E. Irons, A. Coar, 
M. Johnson. E. Rayfleld, R. Spencer; Mes- 
ets. Coleman, Belcher, Blythe, Blackus, Oliv¬ 
er, Dobbins, of Birmingham; Misses Wilbur 
Weeks, Effie Moton, Fannie Campbell and 
Mr. Bennie Baker, of Mobile; Wiley Daniels, 
of Selma. 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 20, was a gala day 
for “Les Demoiselles Club” in spite of the 
rain. The club had as its hostess, Mrs. G^r- 
aldin Preston. After the business of the club 
was discussed, the group enjoyed a “Popu¬ 
lar Musical” ‘game with Miss Pierce win¬ 
ning the prize. The hostess served a de¬ 
licious two-course luncheon. 

THE FIVE HUNDREDS met With Mrs. 
Estues on Friday evening Rt the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. G. H. Griffin. Two tables 
of bridge were played with Miss Jackson 
winning the prize. A delicious luncheon 
was served. 


Mob Action Not Attempt 

to Avenge Crime, Says 
International Labor Defensi 


Poi.ce, armea wicn rules, revolvers, and tear gas guns, stood guard at the 
Capitol as the hunger marchers made a futile effort to gain entrance to 
either hall of Congress to present their petition for relief. Views of the 
scene are shown above. 

—Washington News Photo. 


That the lynching of Matthew Wil¬ 
liams was not an attempt of a mob 
to avenge a crime but to intimidate 
and keep colored people in their 
places, was pointed out by the Inuter- 
national Labor Defense, this week. 

Williams, a colored worker, and his 
boss were alone in a room. Two shots 
were fired. Williams and his boss 
were both wounded. No one knows 
who did the shooting. But the wound¬ 
ed Williams is taken from a hospital 
surrounded by guards who raised no 
objection and hanged. The mob then 
took the body to the colored section 
of the town and there burned it, thus 
showing that the real motive for the 
lynching was to terrorize the colored 
workers. 

Exposed Frame-up 

After the International Labor De¬ 
fense exposed the frame-up nature of 
the charges against Orphan Jones 
and temporarily interfered wit hthe 
plans to railread him to the gallows 
the Eastern Shore employeds of col¬ 
ored labor attempted to lynch George 
Davis. He is charged with attempted 
rape. 

Mr. Lusby, a fanner, returning from 
his barn finds hir wife locked in her 
room with her clothes in disorder. 
Asking for an explanation she says 
that she was attacked by their col¬ 
ored employee. She says her attacker 
fled when the baby cried. If the at¬ 
tacker was so easily frightened ’why 
did she not scream and so send him 
away. Why did she not call for help. 
The lynch mob against Davis knew 
there was no case against him. It was 
another attempt to terrorize the 
workers becoming restless under the 
lynch law rule of the Eastern Shore. 

This terrorizing of the colored 
workers is the settled policy of this 


State. The mob leaders in Worcester 
and Kent Counties were well known. 
They were the county leaders. But 
the state’s attorneys refuse to prose¬ 
cute them. The Governor who him¬ 
self vetoes the anti-jim crow law, re¬ 
fuses to protect the colored workers. 

The sheriffs refuse to maintain or¬ 
der. No conspiracy could be plainer. 
The blood of Mathew Williams can 
not be placed at the door of the mob 
leaders alone. They wore aided and 
abetted by the whole Eastern Shore 
officialdom and by Governor Ritchie 
who ignored the repeated demands of 
the International Labor Defense that 
he protect the workers. 

Lynch Threat Used to 
Make Worker Quit 

SALISBURY, Md.— Following 
threats by two white fellow work¬ 
ers that they would set a mob on 
him unless he quit work, Law¬ 
rence Moore, 27, deserted this 
lynching city for good it was 
learned here Saturday. 

According to information from 
friends, Moore, who is a native of 
Virginia, has been living in Cali¬ 
fornia, a section of Salisbury for 
two years. He was employed at 
a local store. White fellow work¬ 
ers had long urged him to quit 
so they could put a white friend 
in his place. 

After receiving the threats he 
went to his home, related the 
facts to friends and then left the 
city by train. He refused to dis¬ 
close even to friends his destina¬ 
tion. 















































































































